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Important Marine Mammal Area (IMMA) Criteria
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and the International Committee on Marine Mammal Protected Al

Working toward Important Marine Mlammal Areas (IMIVIAs)
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In October 2013, the IUCN Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force was

Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMASs) are discrete portions of habitat, important to one or more marine mammal species, which
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France. The Task Force - established within the IUCN Species Survival

It is expected that IMMASs will aid the identification and protection of marine mammal habitats mainly

Commission and the World Commission on Protected Areas - soon

through the existing tools and processes of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Ecologically

became aware of the urgent necessity for a standardised
protocol to help categorise, collate and advocate evidence
used in global strategic conservation planning for

or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAs) and IUCN marine Key Biodiversity Areas (Marine KBAs).
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been identified in multiple conservation efforts from the International Committee for Marine
for about 130 species of marine mammals - Mammal Protected Areas (ICMMPA), Whale and
including nearly 90 whales, dolphins and porpoises Antarctic Dolphin Conservation (WDC), Animal Welfare
(cetaceans); 33 seals and sea lions (pinnipeds); 4 P -Suuth Orkney Istands MPA 1 Institute (AWI), and Dan Laffoley.
manatees and dugong (sirenians); and sea otter, river SOUTheI’n Ocean Wha/e SanCtuary .0
otter and polar bear (carnivores). The starting point for this Ant(_zlrdic Map design and preparation: Lesley Frampton and Erich Hoyt.
map consists of layers for proposed and existing MPAs and GIS, data preparation and coordination: Michael J. Tetley.
national EEZ cetacean sanctuaries from Marine Protected Areas for Text and editing: Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara and Erich Hoyt.
Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises (Hoyt, E. 2011, 2™ Edition, Routledge,
New York & Oxford, 477pp). To these layers were added areas for other Hoss Sea Warine feserve The IUCN SSC-WCPA Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force is co-
marine mammals in the IUCN protected areas database, as well as marine chaired by Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara and Erich Hoyt.
mammal areas identified as CBD EBSAs, IUCN marine KBAs, IMO shipping areas
and biologically important areas (BIAs) as described for marine mammals in Australia For more information about the International Committee for Marine Mammal Protected
and the USA. Areas and the IUCN Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force, go to icmmpa.org. For
more information on the areas shown on this map, go to cetaceanhabitat.org (for background on
This map may be seen as a preliminary compilation of the current status of the recognition of marine individual MPAs proposed and existing for cetaceans and national EEZ sanctuaries), pssa.imo.org (for
mammal habitats through the above existing tools and mechanisms, both legal and to be considered for IMO areas), cbd.int/ebsa/ (for EBSAs), and protectedplanet.net for searchable map information on MPAs in
legal or other status. The habitats of many species and most populations of the 130 marine mammals, however, the World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA).
have no formal recognition or protection and are absent from the map. Over the next few years, the IUCN Marine
Mammal Protected Areas Task Force plans to evaluate the evidence for the habitat needs of these species and to identify This map should be considered as a draft living document. The latest high resolution version of the map and other Task Force
many new areas across the ocean and thereby to create a network of Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs). documents, including the "Criteria Report" shown top left, can be freely downloaded from the Task Force website: mmpatf.org.
, Please send additions, changes and suggestions to both Erich Hoyt, erich.hoyt@me.com and Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara,
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few other dolphins, freshwater pinnipeds, sirenians, and otters as well as limited areas for polar bears
and land-based rookeries and haulouts for pinnipeds. MMPAs are defined as MPAs either declared for
marine mammals or known to include important marine mammal habitat.
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D National (EEZ) Marine Mammal Sanctuaries (areas declared mainly as "no hunting areas" for cetaceans well as engagement by bordering countries.
©  Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAs) identifying marine mammal habitat through the in the national waters of a country or territory) Yet, because of their large scale, they are not Ammal Welfare
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MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTED AREAS TASK FORCE . IUCN ')VWSSC %%Pé or have smaller overlapping sites contained inside but these are not delineated on the map. The EBSAs The oceans of the world, as shown on the map, are divided into 18 marine regions according to specific marine mammal habitat areas. www.awionline.org ON MARINE MAMMAL PROTEGTED AREAS

shown include a few that have been agreed at workshops but are pending approval by the CBD.

Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. There are
also two proposed IWC sanctuaries: South
Atlantic Whale Sanctuary and South Pacific

for marine mammal habitats (shipping lanes or speed restrictions in or near marine mammal habitats)

Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) with marine mammal habitat (in Australia and USA only). BIAs that .
but | h i | th Whale Sanctuary. These are mainly no-whale-
abut or overlap are shown continuously on the map. hunting areas although they have stimulated
considerable scientific research and debate, as
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accepted IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) divisions.
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