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In October 2013, the IUCN Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force was

Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMASs) are discrete portions of habitat, important to one or more marine mammal species, which
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Areas (ICMMPA) at the 3rd International MPA Congress (IMPAC 3) in Marseille,

France. The Task Force - established within the IUCN Species Survival

It is expected that IMMASs will aid the identification and protection of marine mammal habitats mainly

Commission and the World Commission on Protected Areas - soon

through the existing tools and processes of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Ecologically

became aware of the urgent necessity for a standardised
protocol to help categorise, collate and advocate evidence
used in global strategic conservation planning for

or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAs) and IUCN marine Key Biodiversity Areas (Marine KBAs).
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few other dolphins, freshwater pinnipeds, sirenians, and otters as well as limited areas for polar bears
and land-based rookeries and haulouts for pinnipeds. MMPAs are defined as MPAs either declared for
marine mammals or known to include important marine mammal habitat.
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shown include a few that have been agreed at workshops but are pending approval by the CBD.

Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. There are
also two proposed IWC sanctuaries: South
Atlantic Whale Sanctuary and South Pacific

for marine mammal habitats (shipping lanes or speed restrictions in or near marine mammal habitats)

Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) with marine mammal habitat (in Australia and USA only). BIAs that .
but | h i | th Whale Sanctuary. These are mainly no-whale-
abut or overlap are shown continuously on the map. hunting areas although they have stimulated
considerable scientific research and debate, as
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accepted IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) divisions.
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