The First International Conference
on Marine Mammal Protected Areas
Wailea, Maui, Hawai‘i, USA
March 29 - April 3, 2009

An Invitation to Sponsor

Co-Hosts:

National Marine
Fisheries Service
Oﬃce of
International
Aﬀairs

Current Supporters:
Australian Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (Premiere)
NOAA Marine Debris Program (Benefactor)
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response Program (Benefactor)
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Paciﬁc Islands Regional Oﬃce (Benefactor)
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Protected Resources (Benefactor)

Contact Us
ICMMPA.org
David.Mattila@noaa.gov
808.879.2818
Naomi.McIntosh@noaa.gov
808.397.2651x251

Photo Credits for An Invitation to Sponsor document:
Kevin Brammer, Ed Lyman, HIHWNMS, NOAA Fisheries Permit
#782-1719, & PCCS

Presented on behalf of the Steering Committee for the
First International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas

About the Conference
Worldwide, more than 375 Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) have been speciﬁcally
designated for or include populations of marine mammals (Hoyt, 2005). MPAs have
been identiﬁed as a critical tool for managing ocean resources, yet their eﬀectiveness is challenged by the highly mobile nature of marine species. Marine mammals
may use key habitat within MPA boundaries, but they typically spend signiﬁcant
time elsewhere, often at great distances and in the waters of other countries. The
establishment of MPA networks is being proposed as a strategy for managing highly mobile marine mammals (Hoyt, 2005; Notarbartolo di Sciara, 2007). In addition
to physical networking of MPAs, there is also a need for managers charged with
protecting marine mammals to “network.” Most marine mammal MPA practitioners
work in isolation in all corners of the world from the Chilean fjords to remote Paciﬁc
islands, often “re-inventing the wheel,” as there has been no eﬀective forum for
MPA managers, scientists, and educators to share their knowledge and experiences.
Recently, an international group
of marine mammal and MPA experts formed a steering committee that met in Hawai‘i to address
this need. The result is the First
International Conference on Marine
Mammal Protected Areas.

Attendees
Our attendees are concerned about the protection of marine mammals both locally,
within a speciﬁc marine mammal protected area, and globally.
The First International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas will bring together MPA managers, scientists, and educators from around the world. Attendees
will engage in sessions that will provide an eﬀective forum for sharing information
on approaches to marine mammal management and conservation.

Volunteers and staﬀ count humpback whales
and record their behaviors during the annual
Sanctuary Ocean Count project in Hawai‘i.
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Focus & Theme
The primary focus of the First International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas will
be on highly mobile cetaceans with the theme of “making connections.” This focus will facilitate both the formal and informal networking of MPAs that share common species, populations, threats, and other issues. The conference will include presentations and workshops on
key themes and issues of common concern but will also oﬀer training sessions on key topics
that attendees can implement immediately.
Themes and workshops:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establishing linkages and maintaining communication between MPAs
Lessons learned (both successes and failures)
Tools for establishing, evaluating, and adapting marine mammal MPAs
The role of research, education, and enforcement
The role of traditional culture in design and implementation
The eﬀectiveness of existing and/or possible new international
mechanisms for formal networking
• Marine mammals as sentinel, umbrella, and ambassador species
• The design and implementation of eﬀective management plans
Training sessions:
• Species identiﬁcation and tools for monitoring populations
and human impacts
• Practical tools for developing a management plan
• Fund raising and grant writing to help MPA managers
• Evaluating the eﬀectiveness of educational programs

Sustainable whale watching
can be a vital part of a marine
mammal MPA, but impacts
need to be understood and
mitigated.

Conference Schedule
Symposium
Panel
Workshop
Training
Field Trip
Poster
Video Night

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1/2 DAY 1/2 DAY
1/2 DAY
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
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Venue: Maui, Hawai‘i
As many as 10,000 humpback whales visit the Hawaiian Islands each year to mate, calve, and nurse. It is believed that
Hawai‘i has the largest seasonal population of humpback
whales in the world. In fact, Hawai‘i is home to the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary, the
only sanctuary in the United States that is currently designated to protect a single species of whale.
The largest concentration of humpbacks in Hawai‘i are found
in the four-island area of Maui County, making Maui, Hawai‘i
the perfect venue for the First International Conference on
Marine Mammal Protected Areas.

Capital City:
Kahului
Population:
139,884
Time Zone:
Hawai‘i Standard Time
GMT -10
Average Temperature:
75 ̊- 85 ̊ F
While you’re in Hawai‘i, take
a moment to learn about
the culture, the people, and
the environment of this very
special place.

Maui is known as the “Valley Isle” for
the large fertile isthmus between its
two volcanoes. It is one of the top
travel destinations in the world, oﬀering visitors amazing beaches, rugged
coastlines, and impressive mountain
peaks.
The First International Conference on
Marine Mammal Protected Areas will be
held in Wailea, Maui. Join us for this
innovative conference to “make connections” that will help protect marine
mammals around the world.

The shallow protected waters surrounding Hawai‘i
provide the perfect breeding habitat for humpback
whales. Visitors from around the world visit Hawai‘i
just to catch a glimpse of these animals.
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Sponsorship Opportunities
Government and Non-Government Organizations are invited to help support the First
International Conference of Marine Mammal Protected Areas. A variety of sponsorship
options are available. Funding received through sponsorship is used to defray the
costs of the conference.
CO-HOST
$100,000+

• Positioning as a co-host for the Conference with appropriate billing
in all promotional materials
• Opportunity to provide input on conference agenda and invited
speakers to Conference steering committee for consideration
• Premium speaking opportunity at the Conference
• Organization logo on website and program for Conference
• Organization logo on prominent signage at all conference events
• Six complimentary registrations for all Conference events, including
plenary and conference sessions, workshops, luncheons and receptions
• Complimentary exhibition booth
• Acknowledgement in meeting program, Conference website, and
printed promotional materials
• Opportunity to place organization’s promotional product in conference
registration packet/gift bag
• Hosted tour of the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary for six on the day after the conference

PREMIERE
$50,000+

• Positioning as a premiere sponsor for the Conference with appropriate
billing in all promotional materials
• Opportunity to provide input on conference agenda and invited
speakers to Conference steering committee for consideration
• Speaking opportunity at the Conference
• Organization logo on website and program for Conference
• Organization logo on prominent signage at all conference events
• Four complimentary registrations for all Conference events, including
plenary and conference sessions, workshops, luncheons and receptions
• Complimentary exhibition booth
• Acknowledgement in meeting program, Conference website, and
printed promotional materials
• Opportunity to place organization’s promotional product in conference
registration packet/gift bag
• Hosted tour of the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary for four
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Sponsorship Opportunities

BENEFACTOR • Positioning as sponsor for the Conference with appropriate billing in all
below $50,000
promotional materials
• Organization name on website and program for Conference
• Organization name on prominent signage at all conference events
• Two complimentary registrations for all Conference events, including
plenary and conference sessions, workshops, luncheons and receptions
• Complimentary exhibition booth
• Acknowledgement in meeting program, Conference website, and
printed promotional materials
• Opportunity to place organization’s promotional product in conference
registration packet/gift bag

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT
Event Sponsorship, Exhibit Opportunities and Advertising in the Oﬃcial
Meeting Program will also be available. For more information email:
Naomi.McIntosh@noaa.gov.

CONTACT US
Please email Naomi.McIntosh@noaa.gov to
discuss the right sponsorship opportunity for
your organization’s size and goals.
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Marine Mammal Protected Areas
More than 375 Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) have been speciﬁcally designated for or
include populations of marine mammals (Hoyt, 2005).

MARINE PROTECTED AREAS FOR WHALES, DOLPHINS AND PORPOISES

The First International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas will be held in
Maui, Hawai‘i, home to the
Hawaiian Islands Humpback
Whale National Marine Sanctuary, the only sanctuary in
the United States designated
to protect a single species of
whale. Designated in 1992,
the sanctuary encompasses
1,370 square miles located
within the 100-fathom isobath.
8

The First
International Opportunities
Conference
Sponsorship
on Marine Mammal Protected Areas
ICMMPAC.org

